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"...a clever reflection on the
extreme fragility of the
superpower that is vision." 

—Russell Smith
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When Genevieve Chornenki escapes a

brush with blindness, things never looked

better—city pigeons, people, stainless steel

pots. But questions about her experience

linger: Who was responsible for her close

call? Can she safeguard other people's

eyesight? How do our eyes work, anyway,

and why do they give so much pleasure?

With a newborn baby and a background in

dispute resolution, Genevieve sets her

sights on answers. The results aren't always

what she went looking for.

"Don’t Lose Sight is a vivid, radiating

prism of appreciation about the

superpower we take for granted—

eyesight. Passionate and persistent,

Genevieve Chornenki evinces

the truism that vision isn’t the sole

purview of the eye." 

—Jane Christmas, author of

Open House: A Life in Thirty-two Moves
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https://genevievechornenki.com/audio-excerpts


Genevieve Chornenki is a dispute

resolution consultant and emerging writer

based in Toronto, Canada. When she was

in grade 4, the teacher noted on her

report card, “Has excellent story-writing

ability which should be encouraged as

much as possible.” No one in the family

noticed. Nor did first prize for poetry in

high school relieve her of household

chores like washing dishes and sweeping

the kitchen floor. Eventually, she figured  

out that writing is about persistence, not

permission. It also helps to have something

to say. Genevieve holds a Master of Laws

in Alternative Dispute Resolution from

Osgoode Hall Law School, a Certificate in

Creative Writing from the University of

Toronto, and a Certificate in Publishing

from Ryerson University. Her works include

Bypass Court: A Dispute Resolution

Handbook and When Families Start

Talking, a CBC Ideas radio documentary.

about 
the author

Email Genevieve at gac@chornenki.com.
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reader
feedback 

"... being an unrepentant romantic, 

I am filled with wonder at the way my 

spirit can soar with yours, whether it 

is in the misty woods or in your small 

garden observing insects and birds. 

You point to a way of being and seeing

which is arresting. Your book points the

way to something holy ('Holy God') in

creation without once sounding brassy 

or didactic."

“I read this book in a single sitting! 

As a knitter, I often consider what it 

would mean to lose my sight. Hearing 

the experience of a fellow knitter who

faced this possibility was enlightening 

and inspiring.”

"[Don't Lose Sight] is a fine book.

[Chornenki] has the story-telling art.

She is a gifted writer, and an

entertaining one." 

“Don’t Lose Sight is a beautifully

written and engaging memoir about

the experience of retinal detachment

which put the author’s sight in peril. It

is, however, so much more…a

multilayered exploration of sight,

seeing and self discovery filled with

humour and wit. Highly recommended.”
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"I love Don’t Lose Sight …so interesting, so

real, so touching, so informative! I laughed

and cried and felt such warmth for you."

"She is a talented writer and her story was

told crisply and with humour, researched

facts and heart...Many touchstones and a

very informative and important book about

advocacy and the joy of living."

"Tiny perfect book is absolutely right, with

the emphasis on 'perfect'... A polished,

beautifully written and inspiring piece of

work. A real achievement."

"Just finished your delightful little memoir,

and I am longing for more! It was a fun

read...It reads a bit like a detective novel

at first, as you search for answers to your

optical questions. Then the complaint part,

with you as the silenced complainant,

sheds very interesting light on the

regulator/discipline world."

"...enjoyed your book very much. Your

optometrist was shockingly incompetent

and you were very lucky in the

circumstances. You write very well, and

with great passion and joy in the visual. 

I imagine you will have many grateful

readers... All the best to you for 

continuing good health and pleasure 

in the 'Holy God' beauties of life."



"To look and to see. Genevieve Chornenki teaches us

to see fresh in this wonderful memoir about a serious

eye condition. She artfully blinks and shows us her

world of love and relationship and wit. She invites us to

share her outrage and gratitude, her joy and her

fabulous humour. Read this book!" 

—Kim Echlin, author of Speak, Silence

"Don’t Lose Sight is a gripping and sensitive account of

the web of implications and complications that can

spread from a retinal detachment, and a clever

reflection on the extreme fragility of the superpower

that is vision."

—Russell Smith, author of Blindsided: How Twenty Years

of Writing About Booze, Drugs and Sex Ended in the

Blink of an Eye

"Don’t Lose Sight shows what happens when power

meets persistence. When Genevieve Chornenki, a

professional mediator, contends with a medical

mistake and the system intended to protect her, she

learns not to take events—and herself—too seriously."

—Cinnie Noble, author of Conflict Mastery: Questions

to Guide You

more praise
for Don't
Lose Sight 
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Q: Tell us about Don’t Lose Sight.
 
Genevieve: Don’t Lose Sight is both a cautionary tale and a contemplation on
eyesight. I was blissfully uninformed about my eyes and walked around with a
sight-threatening condition for months. Three surgical procedures in the space 
of two years gave me a renewed appreciation for the ordinary act of seeing. 

Q: What motivated you to write this book?

Genevieve: I aspired to do more than “tell my story.” I wanted to entertain 
readers and keep them engaged: How did I stay immobile after surgery when 
I had a three-month-old baby? What kind of man would tolerate someone 
like me who complained about the sound of tea hitting the rim of a cup? 
Where did I get the idea that I, who never finished her B.Sc., could explain
eyesight in plain, colloquial language?

Q: The title of your book speaks on different levels. What did you intend to
convey by Don’t Lose Sight?

Genevieve: My original working title was Of Things, Seen and Unseen, but 
Don’t Lose Sight ranked first in beta-testing. The first meaning is literal: 
I did not want to lose sight in my left eye. Later, when I complained about 
the optometrist who misdiagnosed my symptoms, I had to focus on my 
target, public protection. Of course, the title is also a general injunction: 
keep things in perspective, don’t take yourself too seriously, and never forget 
that, as the narrator in Mehmedinović’s My Heart says, “we have such a brief 
and unrepeatable time in this indescribably beautiful world.” 

Q: Memoirs and autobiographies often show the author in the best possible 
light. How were you able to resist that temptation?

Genevieve: I worked hard to convey a distillate of myself, highlighting my 
more endearing traits like neurotic worrying and definiteness. Treating 
myself as a “character” in my own book turned out to be a lot of fun.
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Q&A with
the author



Q: Your book reveals some intimate details about motherhood, marriage, 
and career. Where did you draw the line on personal disclosure?

Genevieve: Initially, I resisted personal disclosure, but my editor, 
Shaughnessy Bishop-Stall, pointed out that readers need context to 
understand what matters to an author. He challenged me: Why were 
you offended just because a lawyer refused to say your name? 
Other people suffer indignities a thousand times more grievous. 
As a result, I became so forthcoming that some readers have said, 
"I’ve known you for years, yet had no idea that..."

Q: In the section "Pardon My Reach" you tell what happened when you 
made a formal complaint against your optometrist. Why did you end up 
skirmishing with lawyers? 

Genevieve: Apparently, I did not know my place! When I questioned 
the settlement that the lawyers negotiated without my knowledge or 
involvement, they resisted. “What do you know? Are you an optometrist?” 
I was told that my participation was limited to making a “victim impact 
statement,” but I insisted on a more meaningful level of involvement.
 
Q: You’re a trained mediator and dispute resolution consultant. Did you 
consider just inviting the optometrist to coffee and working things out 
privately with her?

Genevieve: I did initially imagine a friendly coffee conversation along 
the lines of “you’ll never guess what happened to me.” But eventually I 
realized that the situation was bigger than the two of us. It had to do 
with public protection, and that isn’t achieved by means of private 
conversations between individuals. 

Q: In several places you describe personal experiences that evoked a 
“Holy God!” What does that expression mean?

Genevieve: It means a spontaneous, involuntary utterance prompted 
by sight. Don’t ask me how that comes about; the neuroscience of awe 
eludes me.

 
Holy God! noun 1 an intense present moment. 2 a frisson 
of immediacy. 3 a suspension of time and space. 4 an all-
engrossing now taken in through the eyes. 
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Q&A 
continued



Q: Some passages in Don’t Lose Sight can be described as lyrical, even mystical.
Which writers have inspired that kind of prose?

Genevieve: I am drawn to writers and poets who, without being sentimental,
honour the natural world through their attention to detail. Many examples 
come to mind: Jacobsen’s autumn forest in Niels Lyhne, Steinbeck’s opening 
pages in The Grapes of Wrath and East of Eden, and “The Moose” by Elizabeth
Bishop.

Q: What was your experience of the publishing process?

Genevieve: When I first showed Don’t Lose Sight to a literary agent, he wanted 
to know how my story changed the world. It didn’t. “In that case,” he said, “it’s a
small story.” I resolved to move my book into the world by means of competent,
paid help that was directly accountable to me. I hired Tania Craan to design the
cover and interior, and worked with Iguana Books for proof reading, production,
and distribution. Like most authors nowadays, I’m on my own when it comes to
promotion.

Q: Who is the intended audience for Don’t Lose Sight?

Genevieve: Judging from feedback I have received to date, the book resonates 
with different categories of readers. These include baby boomers who are
increasingly conscious of the fragility of eyesight; new parents who identify 
with the stress of combining parenting, self-employment, and illness; individuals
who have had unsatisfactory experiences when making a complaint; dispute
resolution practitioners and organizations concerned with fair process; and 
readers who just enjoy “a small story.” 

Q&A 
continued
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media 
requests &
where to buy

To request a review copy of Don't Lose Sight or to arrange an

interview with Genevieve, email her at gac@chornenki.com.

Don't Lose Sight is sold online, through Amazon.com, Amazon.ca,

Barnes & Noble, Chapters/Indigo, Apple Books and many other book

retailers. 

Readers have also purchased or ordered print copies from the

following independent bookstores:

Type Books 

QUEEN: 883 Queen St W

Toronto, ON

416.366.8973

typebooks.ca

info@typebooks.ca

Book City 
YONGE & ST. CLAIR: 
1430 Yonge Street
Toronto, ON 
416.926.0749
bookcity.ca 
stclair@bookcity.ca

The Bookshelf
41 Quebec Street
Guelph, ON
519.821.3311, Ext. 1
bookshelf.ca
queries@bookshelf.ca

Munro’s Books

1108 Government Street

Victoria, B.C.

1.888.243.2464

munrobooks.com

service@munrobooks.com

Queen Books

914 Queen Street East

Toronto, ON

416.778.5053

queenbooks.ca

info@queenbooks.ca

Lighthouse Books

65 Main Street

Brighton, ON

613.475.1269

lighthousebooksbrighton.ca

ligboo@bellnet.ca
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